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Hon Paul Brown 

Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs — Forty-first Report — “Petition No. 42 — Request to 
repeal the Environmental Protection (Environmentally Sensitive Areas) Notice 2005” — Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
Hon PAUL BROWN: I have five minutes to go, and I will try to extend my contribution a bit further. As I was 
saying earlier — 

The CHAIR: Order, members! There is way too much noise in the chamber. Hon Paul Brown has the call. 

Hon PAUL BROWN: I am always happy to completely ignore the interjections from the other side, so that is 
okay, Madam Chair. 

The grazing guidelines will be released this week, and they have been given to some members, but not all. 
I think that again shows a complete lack of respect by the Department of Environment Regulation. That 
behaviour has extended since 2004 and 2005, when ESA notices were first concocted and the owners of those 
98 042 land parcels were not informed, and, again, the explanatory memorandum did not even alert this house 
and the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation to the impact of those ESA notices. 

I look forward to the response from the minister on behalf of the government. I hope that the minister in his 
response can insulate himself from his department. The department has continued to show a complete disregard 
for this place and for landowners, and certainly now for the committee and this report. An undertaking was given 
in a hearing with the department that before the final guidelines were released, there would be wide consultation 
on the draft grazing guidelines with all the groups that would be affected. I notice from an email that I received 
that last time some 13, 14 or 15 groups were consulted. They were given only seven days in which to respond, 
but, nonetheless, they were consulted. It appears that this time, only three groups have been given the 
opportunity to respond. They are the Western Australian Farmers Federation, the Pastoralists and 
Graziers Association of Western Australia, and the Gingin Private Property Rights Group, of which 
Murray Nixon is the chair. I was there when he was elected chair at the last election. 

The undertaking given by the department on that day at that hearing was that it would seek not only wider public 
consultation, but also consultation with members of Parliament in this place and the other place, because the 
department agreed that members of this Parliament had a wider understanding of many of the groups that would 
be affected by these guidelines and by ESAs. Therefore, I am a bit unforgiving of the department, because it 
gave the committee an undertaking under oath that it would seek much wider consultation. The department 
understood that the committee was not happy about the fact that the department’s engagement with stakeholders 
previously had been very poor. These new guidelines will affect 98 042 parcels of land. However, the 
department did not understand how many landowners would be affected. There was some suggestion that maybe 
3 000 or 4 000 landowners would be affected by this decision, and certainly by these new grazing guidelines. 
The department does not understand the impact of what it is doing. The department initially did not seek to 
notify landowners, and neither did it seek to notify organisations across the state, other than those that it thought 
were acceptable. We highlighted as a committee that the department was deficient in its understanding of its 
responsibility to the state. What aggrieves me even more is that the department did not contact the Department of 
Agriculture and Food. These 98 000 parcels of land are some of the highest-value farmland in Western Australia, 
yet from what I can see the Department of Agriculture and Food has had no input into these guidelines . 

I will be happy to extend my contribution the next time we consider this committee report. 

The CHAIR: Members, the question is that the report be noted. As no further members have indicated an 
interest to speak, I am required to put the question. However, a number of members indicated in their 
contribution that they would like to make further contributions when the minister’s report is tabled in Parliament. 
Therefore, I need someone to seek leave to defer consideration of the report to the next day’s sitting so that we 
can enable that process to occur. If someone would like to so move, I am happy to entertain that request. 

Consideration of report adjourned, on motion by Hon Simon O’Brien. 
Progress reported and leave granted to sit again, pursuant to standing orders. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! Members, I know that it is very hard to hear because there is no amplification when 
the Chair of Committees is reporting to the house, but there were about five individual conversations, quite 
audible, around the room while that was happening. 
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